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Antimicrobial prophylaxis algorithms for a case
of pertussis in a child care or school setting

1 lab-confirmed
case

 Schools
Child

care centers

Normal
Conditions

Special
circumstances

(e.g.,
developmentally

delayed)

Extra-curricular
activity groups

(e.g., sports
teams)

Minimum
interaction

Intense
contact or

home setting

Groups with
significant
exposure

Entire class

Entire group
or team

Entire class
Groups with
significant
exposure

Key
Number of cases

Setting

Characteristics of setting

Groups to provide chemoprophylaxis

Note: Every situation is different and should be evaluated separately.
Please refer to the text for more detailed guidance.

MDPH March 2000

Antimicrobial prophylaxis algorithms for a
pertussis outbreak in a child care or school setting

> 1 confirmed
case

 Schools Day care
centers

Extra-curricular
activity (e.g.

Sports teams)

Class(es)

Entire group
or team Entire

class(es)
Entire school
(e.g., high-risk

individuals,
small schools,
dev. delayed

Key
Number of cases

Setting

 Characteristics of setting

Groups to provide
chemoprophylaxis

Note: Every situation is different and should be evaluated separately.
Please refer to the text for more detailed guidance.

Entire class
Depending on
circumstances

Groups with
significant
exposure


